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CHAPTER XX¥IV.
The Keel Boat.

A few minutes later they had sepa-
rated, George Lo hurry away in ssarch
of the horse, and Carringlon (o pass
back along the shore until he gained &
polnt opposite the clearing. Me whis-
tled shrilly three times, and after an
interval of waiting heard the splash of
oars and presently saw a skiff stes] out
of the gloom.

“Who's there?™ 11 wns Besa who
rekned the question,
"Carrington,” he answered

“Laicky you afn't met the other man?”
she said, as ahe swept her akiff along-
side the banlk

“Lucky for him, you mean. I'll take
the oarn” added Carringion, as he en-
tered the akiff. b

Blowly the clearing lifted out of the
darkness, then the keel boat became
distinguishable, and Carrington checked
the ekiff by n backward stroke of the
nare.

“Hello™ he called.

Thers was ne immedinte answer to
Lis hail, end he calied again s he sent
the akiff forward He felt that he was
risking all now.

“What do you want?™
voles

“You want Blesson®™ quickly prompt-
ed the girl in a whisper

" want (0 see Slosson'™ sald Car-
rington glibly and with confidence, and
snica mors he checked the skiff

"Who ba you™

“Murrell sent you." prompted the girl
again, In & hurried whisper,

“Murretl—" And. in his astontsh-
ment Carrington spoke aloud.

“Murrell™ cried thn volce sharply.

“—— ment me'” sald Carrington, quick-
I¥, as though completing sn unfinished
sentence. The girl laughed nesvously
under her breath.

‘Row closter!™ came the sullen com-
mand, and the Kentuckinn did as he
was bidden. Four met stood in the bow
nf the keel boat, o lantern was radsed
t and by its light they looked him
Ver There wWar & moment's ailence
hroken by Carrington. who askod:

“Which one of you ia Slosson™ And
he sprang lightly aboard the keel boat

“T'm Slosson,’” answered the man with
the lantern The previous night Mr.
Elosson had “een somewhat under the
enlivening ani elevating Influsnce of
corn whisky, but now he was his own
cheerless self, and rather jaded by the
pamsing of the hours which he had sacri-
fieed te an irksome responsibility, ““What
word r‘ln u fetch from the captain,
Irrtl er T demanded.
fiss Malroy s to bo mken down
rlver,” responded Carrington

Slospan wwore with surpassing fluency

nsked = wurly

‘Bay, we're five able-bodied men risk-
ing our necks to oblige him! You can
married a damn sight ecanler than

it you go abeut it right—1've done
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u're = rviverman? ob-
been cast off. and the
" ir setting poles were fore-
ing boat mway from the bank. Al
wiw fetly done; ept Tor an occa-
miotinl ¢ r from rrington no  word
WAl =0 . and poon the unwisldly craft
glided into the sluggish current and
gathered way. Mr. Siosson, who cleasly
regarded his relxtion (o the adventure
as being 0f un official character, contin-
ued to stand at Carrington's elbow
“What baye we between bere and the
river®™ inguired the latter. It was best,
he felt, nol 1o give Slosson an tm;mru_
nity to ask eutlone
It marrows conmiderably, pardner, but
It's & miralght ecourse™ sald  Slosson.
“Black in yonder. amin't It'" he added,

nodding ahaad.

The shores drew rapldly together; ther
ware leaving the lakellke expanse be-
hWind  In the sllence, above the rustiling
of the trees, Carrington heard the first
fret of the river againat {ts bank. Slos-
son yawned prodigiousty

"I reckon you aln't needing me™
sald, )
Better g0 up in the bow and get some
sleep.” advieed Carrington, and Slossan,
nothing loath. clambersd down from the
roof of the cabin and stumbled forward.

The ceaselons murmur of the rushing
Waters grew in the stillnews as the kesl
hoat drew nearer the hurrying yellow
flood. and the beat of the Hentockisn's
pulse quickensd Would he find the maft
thare? He gilanced back over the way
thn h& come. The dark ranks of the

Ilod off the clearing, but across

he

the water a dim poini of light was visi-
ble. He fixed its position as somewhere
near the head of the hayou Apparently
it was = lantern, but a= he looked a
ruddy giow crept up against the sky-
line.

From the bow Bunker had leen ob-
serving this singulsr phenomenon. Sud-
denly be bent and roused Slosson, who
had fallen asivep. The tavern keeper
sprang (0 his “eet and Bunker pointed
without speaking.

“Mebhy you can tell me what that light
back yonder nemna™ cried Slosson, ad-
fdressing himself to Carrington; as he
spoke he snatched up his rifle

"That's what I'm trying to make oul,”
answered Carrington,

“Hell!™ cried Slosson,
gun (o his shoulder,

What seetied to be a bhreath wind
fifted a wtray lock of Carrington®™ hair,
but his pisto! answered Slosson in the
eame second, He fired at the huddls of
men in the bow of the boat and one of
them pitched forward with his arms oule
spread.

“Keoep back, you!"
off the cabin roof.
His prompiness had bred a momeniary
panic, then Slosson’s bull-llke volce began
‘o roar commands: but th that brief in-
stant of surprise and shock Carrington
had found and withdrasm the wotden
peg that fastened the cabin door. He
had woarcely done thin when Hiosson
eames tramping aft supported by the
three men.

Calling to Betty and Hannfbal to ex-
enpe in the skiff which was towing
astern, the Kentucklan tushed toward

and tossed his

he mnid, and dropped

the bow., At hisa back he heard the
door cremk on its hinges as It was
pushed open by Betty and the bo . and
agaln he called to them to es by

the skiff. The fret of the current had
grown stoadily, and from beneath the
wide-flung branches of the trees which
here met above his head Carrington
cRUR fght of the star-specked arch
of !l;‘num heyond. They were In-
suing from the bavou. He felt the
river snatch at the keel boat, the buf-
feting of some swift eddy, and saw
the blunt bow swing off to the south
s% they were plunged into the biack
shore nhadows

Aut what he did not see was a big
muscular hand which had thrust iteelf
out of the !mpenetrahie gloom and
clutched the alde of the keel boat Co-
incident with this there arose n perfect
babel of volees, high-pitched and shrill

“Bho'—1 bet it's him! 8ho'— 'n-
cle Bob'a nevvy! Sho'. you oan hear
'em! Sho’. they're shoolin' guns! Sho™!"
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BOX-T, B, Herald office.

purchasar can
home.

o
4% ACRHE, AT I"AI.LS CHURCH, VA.—
fruit: y f=r. house;
00

with | District of Onlumbie,

make a good | required ot time of sae

lot;

On Car Line, Within 17 Minutes’|™"

Ofce nnd residence at Cherrvdalo, Ve | jper 20 st folls @3 et sy, resgectively, of Ow
[ Eamt ‘Toorords for the District 'of Cotwmbia. avd o4
1 the sequest of the party secured by mid trosts,
———————— w0 sl st poblle -mm within the m j
Theenas 1. Owes & anctiomesys, T O stresd
FOR SALE—HOUSES. ooewes o WEDKEEDAY. o 1h dur
ber, 18], at ] oclock g om, the fallowing
FOR SALE-AT A BARGAIN-NICE | derribed tand od crvesises sitoate in t Distres
new droom house on two jots, S0z | of Columida, s fallows: Bagicoing for e
amall rash payment: monthly pnmll & point in the wwmisdy line of
thereafier. Address BOX 5, brald south M deg W min E 100 feet from thy
affire b S fom of the smth side of Livingston stresl
W feet widel, with the mid weslerly lioe of Cone
areoes il westerly
REAL ESTATE. s 3 8 e B . e W
LOOK x
ihe
' n
ots 1T and 18 In mmare 1T, &l of mM peoperty
AT THIS brng in Palton . Gerden’s mbdivisien of part of
n tract of land ealied “(Thery (hase” a0 mil smb-
diviglen s In the offcw of the Scwror
Just completed, near Lincoln | the Pisrict of Columbia, i Cmaty Bok o
L . ‘wrma: Omethind cash balanew tn
Park, 301-319 TEnnessee Ve | v, sk isrest ot § bor cout por somem
e., 6 rooms, tile bath, hot-wa- :“nu—r: -?wm:n uﬁ‘:n!.uu doilar de-
3 P smptasce of
ter heat, stationary wash tub, |B e e e e e P oy of

mls or deposit forfeiisd. » pur
chaser’y ooet, H, D. GORDON.
ROBERT E HEATER,
mol 84 1011 18
AUCTION SALES.

THIR J, OWEN & BON, Accticses,
THUSTEES" SALB OF TALUARLD REAL &5
A

TR
By virtue of a oertaln deed of tost Suly
sonfed in Liter Moo 305, follo 181 ot sog, of
hod reeorfs of the Dhstriet of Col=mbia, and
the request of the party scured thersty, the snder-
trasters 'TH well, mt

the fllowing deseribed land s  poesisss,

in the County of Wambingiom Msiris of Oobes-
fda, and desigrated = and betsg (ot Exmber
tweniy.four (M), in block
4y

[

the late Walter B. Smallwood, as per plat recorded
i partition No 6, i the Chomdt Court of the
tngether with tha lmorore
menis, owmsisting of twostory frase bouse state

o the Conduli soed
Terma ol saie: Casb. A dmposit of 0200 will be
All eeavryascing recoed-
ing. &, at romt of of mle tn ba
eompiiod with within EM v'arl fremn day of sals
othrrwiee trustews reseres the right to resell the
progerty the risk and onet of defaniting parchaner
aller five dagn” advertisement of sorh reais i o
srwspaper published in Wsbdagton, D, O
EDWIN O, OLARX.
MILLARD MFTZGERL
S Massarfisetis are. zw.,
[l e Trustess

LOAN COMPANIES
Government Clerks
School "I'eaohen

mgummsmm“m—

$1 0 to 5500

eyt
PATMENT ON PRINCIPAL OR INTEREST UN-
Til: NOVEMBER, AND WILL GIVE TYOU A
LOWER RATE AND RANIER PAYMENTS
THAN ANY CONCERN IN THE QITY. Ws
wectalty of

LOANS TO LADIES

Heend Floee - Nexi o Drog Stoss.
B2 LOANS AND UFWARD SECURED FOR G4l
aried cwners of famiture, sod othem
ARLY & CO., @ Nth . ow. Boos &8
Baipr

BALARIED

)n%mmul:n ! m:&t
out ) in .‘ﬁ‘%‘
citien. E.
-t

LT
[

'l




